Sample 8th Grade Edited Paper


You may disagree with some of the editing, but here is what an electronically edited paper MIGHT look like:

Wall of Fame

By:  Skip Towne*

Many people have graduated from XYZ High School.  XYZ High School has now made a Wall of Fame exhibit to honor the schools most distinguished alumni.  In this exhibit there are nine distinguished alumni who all have different occupations.  
The point of this is to  honor? distinguished people who have graduated from XYZ High School and to inspire  today’s
 students.


I think the Wall of Fame is a great thing  XYZ for the  XYZ High School because more people will appreciate the school because of this exhibit.  It will also make the students try harder
, which is good.  All the people on the Wall of Fame are good role models.  Here are two who made a special impression on me.


The first one is 
Gary Wood.  I think he is a good role model because he played professional football, a very demanding sport.  He played for the Giants, Saints, and the Roughriders.  After that he had an insurance firm, which shows he was versatile.  In addition, Wood was a fundraiser for charity.  All this means that he was intelligent, well organized, and athletic.  These are the reasons why he is a good role model.


The second one is Catherine Bertini.  She is a good role model because she is responsible for saving millions of people from hunger.  After graduating from XYZ High, she went to SUNY Albany and Harvard.  Now she directs the World Food Program.  Also, she was named the World’s Most PowerfulWoman.  All those things show she is a caring, responsible, and persistent woman.  That is why I think she is a good role model.


As you can see, there are many things that the Wall of Fame benefits
.  All those things 
are very important, too.  The major things 
are they will help influence students to do better and increase respect for our school.  I think all the people on the Wall of Fame are great, and I honor them
.

*This paper is an actual 8th grade student response, provided by staff at XYZ Junior-Senior High School.  The editing is a sample, done by Dan Lake for training purposes.  The school name and student’s name have been replaced.


In Conclusion:

Though teachers may not yet be ready to edit hundreds of document using the features listed here, there are many excellent circumstances where these features can be applied.  As more and more student work is word processed, and more and more electronic means of delivery are realized, these features will become useful to both students and teachers alike.

To learn more about the editing process and these features, you might want to read

Leigh E. Zeitz’s excellent article entitled “Electronic Editing”  in the April, 2003, edition of Learning & Leading with Technology (Volume 30 Number 7, pp. 14-17,27).

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 6���  Is there a way to combine these two sentences into one idea?  Think about compressing it so you don’t repeat XYZ High School and Wall of Fame exhibit/this exhibit.  


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 6���  Using the spell checker would catch this error for you.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 6��� Unclear… Try WHAT harder?  Try harder to do WHAT?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 6��� Good use of transition here, linking your next paragraph (“The second one…”)!


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 6��� Unclear.  Do you mean the Wall brings many benefits to XYZ High School students?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 6��� Again, “those things” is unclear.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 6���  Things again.  To what do you refer?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  �Page: 6��� How?  Since this is the end of your writing, this statement could link back to your beginning, where you used the word “inspire”.  





