GET THAT GRANT!

By Susan Brooks-Young

Whether it's your first grant proposal

or you are a seasoned veteran, it's
always helpful to get ideas from other
writers. There are a variety of Web sites
designed to help you develop strong
proposals. Here are some excellent
resources to help you get that grant.

Grants Concept/
Proposal Enhancement Guide
WWW.CONSErv.ca.gov

Included in the “Resources” area, this

Is a common sense guide for getting and
staying organized throughout the proposal
process. Eight topics, from “Getting Started”
to “Partnerships and Community Support”
are addressed.

A Guide to Proposal Planning and Writing
www.wm.edu/grants/PROP/propasst.html

Found in the “Other Useful Materials”
area, this 12-page guide provides links to
essential government funding sites and
gives advice about how to find grants
supported by private agencies.

Advice and Information on Grant Seeking
and Proposal Writing
http:/literacy.kent.edu/Oasis/grants/firsthtml

Hosted by the Ohio Literacy Resource Center,
this site offers suggestions for preparation in
eight different areas that should occur before
beginning an actual proposal.

Non-Profit Guides
www.npguides.org/index.html

This site provides free grant writing tools
for non-profit organizations (including
schools). It features general tips, helpful
information for writing preliminary and
full proposals, sample proposals and
links to additional resources.

Grant Proposal Writing Guidelines
www.un.org/Depts/dhl/sflib/libmgnt/
grantproposals.htm

The United Nations hosts this site,
which provides links to a variety of grant
writing resources including a short, free
online course.

Grants Proposal Writing Tips
www.cpb.org/grants/grantwriting.html

The Corporation for Public Broadcasting
reviews hundreds of grant proposals
every year. Visit the site to read its top
grant writing tips.

Susan Brooks-Young writes “Bottom
Line,” a monthly column in Technology
& Learning.

For descriptions of the individual grants
listed on this calendar, and more on grants
and funding, visit www.techlearning.com.
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JULY DEADLINES
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STRATEGY TIP

Include a sustainability plan

Whether it's maintaining and upgrading technology
or paying a program teacher’s salary, you must
have a feasible plan for covering costs once grant
funds are gone. Putting it in writing makes it more
likely to happen.

OCTOBER DEADLINES
- ]
1
15 20
STRATEGY TIP

Establish a site grant writing committee
Proposal writing often falls to one or two
volunteers. This results in staff burnout and
less-than-successful program implementation.
Increase success and buy-in through shared
responsibility.

* 2006 deadline. Please check Web site for 2007 deadline.

EDUCATION GRANTS

2007-2008 Deadlines

1 Olympus America/Tool Factory
Student Photo Contest

www.toolfactory.com

2 The National High School Journalism

Teacher of the Year Program, sponsored
by Dow Jones Newspaper Fund, Inc.

www.djnewspaperfund.dowjones.com

2 SMARTer Kids Research Grants

www.smarterkids.org/research/details.asp

1 1 Innovative Teachers Forum, offered

by Microsoft Corporation

www.microsoft.com/education

ONGOING

Products for Learning Grants, sponsored
by Fuji Film USA, Inc.

www.fujifilm.com

1 Toshiba Small Grants Program

www.toshiba.com

T SMARTer Kids Research Grants

www.smarterkids.org/research/details.asp

15 Innovation and Learning & Leadership

Grants, sponsored by the NEA Foundation
for the Improvement of Education

www.nfie.org

15 Mr. Tu's Next Excellent Example

Talent Search
www.bestquest.com/talentsearch

20) NASA Office of Space Science’s Initiative

to Develop Education through Astronomy
and Space Science (IDEAS) Grants*
http://ideas.stsci.edu

Note: Dell cannot be responsible for errors in text or photography. Some information, including deadlines, may be subject to change.

AUGUST DEADLINES
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STRATEGY TIP

Update your community needs assessment
Web-based survey tools such as SurveyMonkey
facilitate data collection and analysis,
particularly from off-campus stakeholders.

Set up and administer a new survey to gather
current information.

NOVEMBER DEADLINES
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STRATEGY TIP

Attend a grant writing class or workshop
There are tricks of the trade that increase your
chances of success. An upfront investment in
a class or workshop may be repaid many times
over when your proposals are consistently
funded.

CREATE MORE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

Students learn effectively when they have an easy, efficient, exciting connection with their teacher. As educators,

you know the potential of technology, both inside and outside the classroom. When you partner with Dell, you

get the benefits of a single point of contact for consultation, installation, service and support. Our technology can
grow with you and your students, giving you the ability to upgrade as your needs evolve. We understand the need

to keep teachers and administrators well educated on the daily use of Dell technology and offer comprehensive

professional development programs.

Your teachers. Your students. Your school. Unlock your true educational potential with Dell K12 technology.

1 NWA's Sol Hirsch Education Fund Grants

WWW.NwWas.org

1 Toshiba Large Grants

www.toshiba.com

1 American Honda Foundation Grant
http://corporate.honda.com

10 Dollar General's Back-to-School Grants

www.dollargeneral.com
(community link)

31 Outdoor Classroom Grant Program,
sponsored by Lowe’s Charitable and
Educational Foundation, International
Paper and National Geographic Explorer
www.lowes.com

1 American Honda Foundation Grant
http://corporate.honda.com

1 5 Air Force Association Grants

www.afa.org

30 Environmental Excellence Awards

www.seaworld.org

30 Verizon Foundation Grants
http://foundation.verizon.com

ONGOING
UPS Foundation Education Grants

WWW.Community.ups.com

SEPTEMBER DEADLINES
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STRATEGY TIP

Use Web-based applications to promote
collaboration while developing your
proposal

Invite stakeholders to leave feedback at their
convenience by setting up an online group or
wiki. If security is a concern, choose a tool

that has access controls. Set up and administer
anew survey to gather current information.

DECEMBER DEADLINES
- = ]
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STRATEGY TIP

Read sample proposals

Grant making agencies often provide samples
of funded proposals. Ask for examples and read
them carefully. Note writing style, formatting,
use of graphics, etc. Use this information to
polish your proposal.

“Our teachers are deserving of the best teaching tools we can provide them.
These computers have placed a world of information in our teachers” hands...the technology
will open new avenues of learning in our classrooms.”

— Fred Sanderson, Superintendent, Cobb County Public Schools

Sponsored by

™

1 NEC Foundation of America Grants

www.necfoundation.org

6 Thomson Gale TEAMS Award

www.galeschools.com/TEAMS

15 Ezra Jack Keats Foundation Mini-Grants

www.ezra-jack-keats.org

30 Captain Planet Foundation Grants

www.captainplanetfdn.org

ONGOING
Microsoft Unlimited Potential (UP) Grants
www.microsoft.com

4 National Schools of Character Program,
sponsored by the Character Education®

www.character.org

31 Do Something Grants for Community
Building, Health and the Environment
www.dosomething.org/grants

31 Outdoor Classroom Grant Program,
sponsored by Lowe’s Charitable and
Educational Foundation, International Paper
and National Geographic Explorer

www.lowes.com

31 Captain Planet Foundation Grants

www.captainplanetfdn.org

ONGOING
Share the Technology
http://sharetechnology.org
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Sign up for Dell’'s K-12 eNews for trends, case studies and advance notice for next year’s grants calendar: www.dell.com/k12/enewscalendar




GET THAT GRANT!

By Susan Brooks-Young

Whether it's your first grant proposal

or you are a seasoned veteran, it's
always helpful to get ideas from other
writers. There are a variety of Web sites
designed to help you develop strong
proposals. Here are some excellent
resources to help you get that grant.

Grants Concept/
Proposal Enhancement Guide
WWW.CONSErv.ca.gov

Included in the “Resources” area, this

Is a common sense guide for getting and
staying organized throughout the proposal
process. Eight topics, from “Getting Started”
to “Partnerships and Community Support”
are addressed.

A Guide to Proposal Planning and Writing
www.wm.edu/grants/PROP/propasst.html

Found in the “Other Useful Materials”
area, this 12-page guide provides links to
essential government funding sites and
gives advice about how to find grants
supported by private agencies.

Advice and Information on Grant Seeking
and Proposal Writing
http:/literacy.kent.edu/Oasis/grants/firsthtml

Hosted by the Ohio Literacy Resource Center,
this site offers suggestions for preparation in
eight different areas that should occur before
beginning an actual proposal.

Non-Profit Guides
www.npguides.org/index.html

This site provides free grant writing tools
for non-profit organizations (including
schools). It features general tips, helpful
information for writing preliminary and
full proposals, sample proposals and
links to additional resources.

Grant Proposal Writing Guidelines
www.un.org/Depts/dhl/sflib/libmgnt/
grantproposals.htm

The United Nations hosts this site,
which provides links to a variety of grant
writing resources including a short, free
online course.

Grants Proposal Writing Tips
www.cpb.org/grants/grantwriting.html

The Corporation for Public Broadcasting
reviews hundreds of grant proposals
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STRATEGY TIP

Identify site needs to focus

grant-seeking efforts

What are your site’s challenges and how would
additional funding help? Prepare a brief description,
including data to support your statements of need.
Use this when selecting possible grants.

APRIL DEADLINES
]
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27 30

STRATEGY TIP

Consider foundation grants

Charitable foundations often earmark resources
for local programs, and education is typically a
high funding priority. Contact nearby foundations
to learn more about the kinds of projects they
are funding.

*2007 deadline. Please check Web site for 2008 deadline

EDUCATION GRANTS

1 SMARTer Kids Research Grants

www.smarterkids.org/research/details.asp

1 Inspired Teacher Scholarships for
Visual Learning from Inspiration®

www.inspiration.com

15 The International Reading Association
sponsors several great opportunities for
IRA members:
Jeanne S. Chall Research Fellowships
Steven A. Stahl Research Grant
Teacher as Researcher Grants

www.reading.org

18 Toyota TAPESTRY Grants

www.nsta.org

30 Toshiba and the National Science Teachers
Association’s ExploraVision competition*

www.exploravision.org

2 SMARTer Kids Research Grants

www.smarterkids.org/research/details.asp

27 Lemelson-MIT Program’s InvenTeam Grants*

http://web.mit.edu/inventeams

30 Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes*®

www.barronprize.org

30 ING Financial Services’ Unsung Heroes Awards*

Www.ing-usa.com

30 Outdoor Classroom Grant Program,
sponsored by Lowe’s Charitable and

Educational Foundation, International Paper

and National Geographic Explorer
www.lowes.com

Note: Dell cannot be responsible for errors in text or photography. Some information, including deadlines, may be subject to change.

2007-2008 Deadlines

FEBRUARY DEADLINES

1 The American Association of School
Librarians (AASL) sponsors two awards:
Distinguished School Administrators Awards
AASL Distinguished Service Award*

www.ala.org

1 American Honda Foundation Grant
http://corporate.honda.com

23

1 Toshiba Large Grants

www.toshiba.com

STRATEGY TIP 1

Build your budget from zero

Some grant expenditures may be mandated.
Beyond that, avoid the temptation to use past
practice to build this new budget. In addition,
consider how the new program will be
sustained beyond the grant period.

Innovation and Learning & Leadership
Grants, sponsored by the NEA Foundation
for the Improvement of Education

www.nfie.org
23 Kay L. Bitter Vision Award for Excellence

in Technology-Based Pre-K Education*

www.iste.org

MAY DEADLINES

1 National Endowment for the Humanities’
Summer Seminar & Institute Programs*
www.neh.gov

1

15 1 American Honda Foundation Grants

http://corporate.honda.com

15 P. Buckley Moss Foundation sponsors
31 the National Teacher Awards for Advancing
Special Education through the Arts*

www.mossfoundation.org

STRATEGY TIP
31

Explore forming a

local education foundation (LEF)

An LEF usually works with just one school district,

but is an independent entity with its own board 31
of directors, staff and by-laws. Most support small

projects such as teacher mini-grants.

Target Local Store Grants

www.target.com

Parent Group of the Year Contest*
www.ptotoday.com/pgy

IT'S ALL CUSTOMIZABLE

Dell School Architecture™ framework

Dell's dedication to enriching the K—12 educational experience

™

Dell Intelligent Classroom™ solution
Dell Intelligent Classroom solutions are modular

MARCH DEADLINES
]
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STRATEGY TIP

Prepare an ‘elevator pitch’

Grantors target creative ideas built on sound
strategies that are easy to understand and can
be quickly explained. Summarize your proposal
into a couple of sentences — the time it takes
taride a few floors in an elevator.

JUNE DEADLINES
]
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STRATEGY TIP

Use fundraisers for smaller projects
Writing a grant proposal for a small amount
of money may be more trouble than it's worth.
Look at the application requirements. If the
return is too small, investigate possible
fundraiser activities instead.

1:1 Computing
Comprehensive and customizable, 1:1 Computing is

“Because of Dell's Intelligent Classroom, | am able to design and
develop lesson plans that engage my students in a learning

Sponsored by

1 National Endowment for the Humanities’
Summer Seminar & Institute Programs

www.neh.gov

1 NEC Foundation of America Grants

www.necfoundation.org

5 Dollar General Youth Literacy Grants*

www.dollargeneral.com
(community link)

26 Tech Museum Award*

www.techawards.org

31 Captain Planet Foundation Grants

www.captainplanetfdn.org

1 Innovation and Learning & Leadership
Grants, sponsored by the NEA Foundation
for the Improvement of Education

www.nfie.org

12 The Lindbergh Foundation makes Grants to
Recognize Technological Advancements
and Environmental Preservation Efforts
www.lindberghfoundation.org

1 5 Invent America! Student Contest*®

www.inventamerica.org

30 Captain Planet Foundation Grants

www.captainplanetfdn.org

ONGOING
Intel Community Grants

www.intel.com

a framework that can go beyond simply implementing
affordable, reliable technology; it includes strategies that
help you invest in more than IT solutions. Our solution
can help you effectively utilize technology, resources and
best practices to help improve the quality of learning,
increase performance and meet educational goals.

technology suites, meaning you can choose only the
technology that fits your specific teaching environment,
simplifying planning, budgeting and standardization.
Each of Dell’s Intelligent Classroom suites is customizable
to accommodate both your current educational and
technology goals.

begins with the Dell School Architecture™ framework,

an integrated, comprehensive plan designed to help schools
and districts improve educational outcomes. The Dell School
Architecture framework was designed to address the three
key areas of education computing: the Administrative Office,
the Data Center and the Intelligent Classroom solution.

every year. Visit the site to read its top - i "
grant writing tips. environment that prepares them for the 215 century.

— Skip Tyler, Math Teacher, Varina High School

Susan Brooks-Young writes “Bottom _ : gn.
Henrico County Public Schools, Virginia

Line,” a monthly column in Technology
& Learning.

For descriptions of the individual grants
listed on this calendar, and more on grants
and funding, visit www.techlearning.com.

Sign up for Dell’'s K-12 eNews for trends, case studies and advance notice for next year’s grants calendar: www.dell.com/k12/enewscalendar




