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LESSONon the record
Subject Area: Social Studies      Grade Level(s): 6-12

Software: MobileDB™ by Handmark www.handmark.com
U.S. Presidents database (free download from www.mobiledb.com)

Technology: Handhelds by palmOne™

Lesson Description: Students research the accomplishments of U.S. Presidents 
and enter the information into a database so everyone will
remember what each one is known for and be able to discuss
what these accomplishments mean. 

Objectives: Students select a president to research.
Students enter information about accomplishments.
Students discuss the issues in this election.

Before the Lesson:

1. Download the U.S. Presidents database 
and beam to students’ handhelds.

2. Each student picks a president and does 
research.

3. Students form teams to help one another and 
compile the data.

Lesson:

1. Look at the U.S. Presidents database. There are 43 records (one for each president)
and 9 columns. We’re going to add a 10th column to add information. 

2. Lock the Last Name field so we’ll always see the presidents’ last names: Tap the
title U.S. Presidents, tap Info, Lock the Last Name column, and tap OK.

3. Add a new last column: Tap the title, tap Field Definitions, tap Fields, tap Add
Field, enter “Known For” and tap Done.

4. To see the new column, tap the left arrow at the bottom of the screen. You should
see the new column, #, and Last Name.  

5. For practice, tap on the row for Abraham Lincoln. Enter “Freed slaves” in the
Known For column and tap Done.

6. Teams discuss the information they researched about the presidents and decide what
words best describe an accomplishment for each. One team member enters the data.

7. Rename the database: Tap on the title, tap Rename, enter a new name, and tap OK. 

8. Perform a HotSync® operation so all of the databases are on one PC. One person
can open MobileDB PC to compile the information.

9. Perform another HotSync operation with one handheld and then beam the compiled
database to all students. Choose your favorite colors for headers and rows. (See
Tech Smart Tips.)

In this election season, we talk about goals and accomplishments.
Every person who runs for office wants to achieve many things if
elected. In the end, most leaders are remembered for just a few
major accomplishments. 

All too often we forget the past. In this exercise, students take a look
back to see what they know about the accomplishments of our previous presidents.
Then they can talk about the future.

elections
TECH 
SMART TIPS 

COLOR CODING
Make your database stand
out with header and row
colors. 

Select Colors from the
Options menu. 

Tap the Pick button next to
Header or Row.

Tap on a square to select
the color you want. 

Click OK to exit the Pick
Colors dialog box. 

Click OK in the Color prefer-
ences to apply the changes. 

DID YOU KNOW?
Header and row colors are
global and are not database
specific. 

Your row color will alternate
with white in the database
list and record list views. 

Since the text is black,
lighter colors provide better
readability.

Discussion
1. Which presidents’

accomplishments 
are most important? 

2. Which have 
relevance today? 

3. What are the issues
in this election?

4. What advice 
would you give 
the candidates?


